
Tuesday 6th July 2021 

Dear students and parents 

Yesterday in the PM’s briefing we heard the government’s plans to remove the requirement 

for social distancing and face masks from 19th July. Today we are expecting an announcement 

from the Secretary of State for Education about changes in schools and colleges from the 

same date. As soon as we have the updated guidance, we will of course study this carefully 

and consult on how to implement new arrangements at Collyer’s. In our case, since our current 

academic year finishes for students at the end of Wednesday 14th July, this will clearly affect 

the start of the autumn term.  

In the meantime, you will no doubt be aware that positive cases are rising quickly throughout 

the UK. Until last week we had not been affected by this increase, but over the last few days 

we have seen 1 or 2 positive cases a day. In each case we need to quickly identify all close 

contacts and ask them to self-isolate for 10 days. This is a time-consuming process and on 

average around 20 students will find their studies interrupted as they need to access lessons 

remotely whilst the remainder of each class is onsite. A small number of staff have also had 

to self-isolate. Thank you to everyone involved – students, staff and parents – for your 

understanding and flexibility.  

I appreciate we have been issuing multiple reminders about Covid safety arrangements during 

the year through various means, but can I please make one more call to all our community to 

adhere to these simple expectations in order to protect against the risk of infection: 

Keep your 
distance 

Observe the 1m+ rule whenever possible. 

Wear a mask In all corridors and when moving around indoor social and study 
areas, including the canteen and the library.   

Wash hands 
regularly 

Use the hand sanitiser stations at the entrance to each building and 
each classroom and carry your own hand sanitiser with you at all 
times. 

Don’t come to 
college if you 
have symptoms 

If you have symptoms of COVID-19 however mild, self-isolate for at 
least 10 days from when your symptoms started. You should arrange 
to have a PCR test to see if you have COVID-19 – go to testing to 
arrange.  

Don’t come to 
college if you 
test positive 
(LFD or PCR) or 
are a close 
contact  

If you test positive using an LFD test, please do not wait for PCR 
confirmation to start self-isolating – you must stay at home and book 
a PCR. If you are identified as a close contact of someone who has 
tested positive using an LFD, you must self-isolate straight away – 
even if you test negative. If the person you were in contact with has 
tested positive by PCR, you should also book a PCR test. Please 
inform the college of all positive test results straight away to help us 
trace your college contacts. 

 

Further information can be found in our risk assessment and FAQs on the Latest Updates 

page of the college website as well as the case rates at the college.  

In case I do not have the opportunity to write again this term I would like to end by thanking 

everyone for their perseverance and spirit during a challenging year and wish all our 

community a restful and safe summer break. We look forward to welcoming all our students 

back onsite from Monday 13th September. 

Kind regards 

Dan Lodge 

Principal 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/
https://www.collyers.ac.uk/parents-carers/latestupdates/

