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Summary of key points  
• The DfE’s intention remains that exams will go ahead as normal in summer 2022 unless prevented by the 

pandemic  

• Examinations and assessments for BTEC and Diploma courses already scheduled for January 2022 will go 

ahead as normal 

• A-Level Mid-Year exams will go ahead even if we have to hold these online 

• Students are strongly encouraged to access a wide range of support 

                      

Should summer 2022 exams not go ahead due to the pandemic 
 

• Teachers will draw on evidence to determine Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs) 

• For A-Level and GCSE students TAGs will be based on coursework and/or three internally sat exams: two 

in the Spring term and the third in the first half of the Summer term 

• For A-Level students the Mid-Year Exam scheduled for the week beginning the 24th of January will be the 

first of the three internally sat exams, it is therefore of utmost importance that students use the 

Christmas holidays and early January to thoroughly prepare for these exams 

• For BTEC, Diploma and T-Level students TAGs will be evidenced from a combination of coursework, 

external exams already completed, and internal exams in the second half of the Spring term and first half of 

the summer term 

 

 

Exams and assessment update 

Dear students, parents and carers,  
 
As we draw to the end of a busy and productive Autumn term I would like to take the opportunity to update you 
regarding plans for students sitting external exams and assessments this academic year for the following 
courses:  
 

• A-Levels 

• Level 3 BTECs 

• Level 3 Diplomas 

• T-Levels 

• Level 2 BTECs and NCFE qualifications  

• GCSEs 

In my email of the 1st of November, I explained that it is the Department for Education’s (DfE) intention to run 

exams and assessments as normal in the summer of 2022, with the exceptions outlined in the table included in that 

email. The Joint Qualification Council (JCQ) have published a document explaining the purpose of advance 

information that can be found here. It would be useful to review my email of the 1st of November here. 

Teacher Assessed Grades 

The DfE’s intentions remain unchanged that exams will go ahead. However, the current course of the 
pandemic does increase the prospect of Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs) taking the place of conventional exams 
and assessments. Since I last emailed, the DfE have published guidance on how evidence for TAGs should be 
gathered. This guidance can be found here. JCQ have published a separate document covering TAG Contingency 
plans here. The central themes are: 
 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Students_AI_FAQs_Summer_2022.pdf
https://www.collyers.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Summer-assessment-2022-letter-to-student-parents-and-carers-November-2021-1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-contingency-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-summer-2022/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-other-exam-centres-on-contingency-arrangements-for-students-entering-gcses-as-and-a-levels-the-advanced-extension
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/JCQ-Summer-2022-FAQs.pdf


• Non-examined assessments: (NEA, also termed “coursework”) will proceed as normal with the 
exceptions outlined in the table of my email of the 1st of November. If exams do not go-ahead NEA will be 
taken into account by teachers when determining a TAG.  
 

• Exams: where students would normally sit exams, students will sit equivalent exams over three sittings 
during the Spring and Summer terms. The total time across the three sitting will be similar to the total 
duration of normal exams. These exams will be set by Collyer’s teachers, utilise past paper questions and 
be marked according to exam board mark schemes. A robust system of internal moderation and grade 
determination will follow. Exams will be sat under normal exam conditions with exam access arrangements 
provided.  

 
Unlike in 2021, where a range of homework, classwork, tests and exams were taken in account to determine TAGs, 
in 2022 TAGs will be based solely on performance in NEA and in the internally sat exams.  
 
If an internal exam is scheduled during the unlikely event of the college being closed, the exam will take place 
online. Collyer’s was at the forefront of running successful online exams in February 2021 and have the systems to 
implement this again during the Spring and Summer of 2022 if required.  
 
It is important to note that preparation for summer exams, and the gathering of evidence for TAGs will run 
alongside each other. In fact the sitting of exams under regular exam conditions to provide evidence for TAGs is 
great practice for the summer 2022 exams. 
 
 
A-Levels 
Where A-Level subjects include NEA this will continue as normal and will be included in TAGs. TAG evidence will 
be gathered via examination at the following times: 
 

• Internal exam 1: Mid-Year Exam: week beginning 24th January 2022 

• Internal exam 2: second half of the Spring term 

• Internal exam 3: first half of the Summer term  
 
Students should expect exams of approximately 2 hours in length. A-Level lessons will be suspended during these 
weeks. Where students are following a mixture of A-Levels and BTECs / Diplomas, they are expected to attend 
their BTEC / Diploma lessons during the exam weeks. Students will be able to see the schedule and location for 
these exams under the Exams tab of their MyProgress pages.  
 
It is essential that students prepare fully for these exams as these are the sole opportunities for evidence to be 
gathered for TAGs in addition to NEA. No other evidence will be taken into account when teachers determine 
TAGs. You are strongly advised to prepare over the Christmas holidays for your Mid-Year Exams.   
 
 
Level 3 BTECs, Level 3 Diplomas and T-Level 
Students will continue to complete NEA as normal. TAG contingency plans will involve students sitting internal 
exams in the second half of the Spring term and the first half of the Summer term. Details of internal exams will be 
confirmed early in the first half of the Spring term.  
 
It is very important to note that where external January exams and assessments/set tasks have already been 
scheduled these will go ahead as planned. Students will be able to see the schedule and location for these exams 
under the Exams tab of their MyProgress pages. It is essential that students use the Christmas holidays to 
prepare for exams, and also for assessments where appropriate.  
 
 
Level 2 BTECs and NCFE qualifications 
Students will continue to complete NEA as normal. TAG contingency plans will involve students sitting internal 
exams in the second half of the Spring term and the first half of the Summer term. Details of internal exams will be 
confirmed early in the first half of the Spring term.  
 
It is very important to note that students following the BTEC Level 2 Travel and Tourism course will be sitting their 
Unit 1 exam on the 14th of January. It is essential that students use the Christmas holidays to prepare for this 
exam.  
 
 
GCSE 
TAG contingency plans for GCSE students in English, Maths and Biology will involve students sitting two internal 
exams in the second half of the Spring term and one in the first half of the Summer term. Details will be confirmed 
early in the first half of the Spring term.  



Support 
 
Whilst all efforts have been made to minimise disruption to education over the past two academic years, it is true 
that opportunities to seek help, and prepare for and practice exams have been diminished. I am very happy to 
report that despite disruptions, in almost all cases students were achieving the same distributions of grades at 
Progress Review 1 this November, as students did before the pandemic. This is a fantastic achievement and 
reflective of Collyer’s students and teachers’ dedication and hard work. However, if there was a time for students to 
seek support, it is now. To aid students in their studies the following support is available: 
 

Level Year Group Description of support Availability Method of referral 

A-Level, Level 
3 BTEC / 
Diplomas / T-
Level, GCSE  

1A and 2A Subject workshop sessions 
Weekly subject workshop 
sessions 

All year Open to all 
students 

GCSE English 
and Maths 16-
19 Tuition 
Fund Support 

Transition 
and any 
students 
retaking 
GCSE 
English and 
Maths 

16-19 Tuition Fund Support 
Sessions for GCSE English 
and Maths  
Additional support sessions 
offered as part of 16-19 Tuition 
Fund made available for 
curriculum catchup in response 
to COVID 

September – 
November 2021: 1 
session per week 
 
January 2022 onwards 
2 sessions per week 

All students on 
GCSE Maths and 
English courses 
will be scheduled 
for these additional 
sessions from 
January onwards 

A-Level, Level 
3 BTECs / 
Diplomas / T-
Level  Subject 
Specific 16-19 
Tuition Fund 
Support 

1A and 2A, 
with 2A 
students 
prioritised 

16-19 Tuition Fund Subject 
Support Sessions for Level 3 
courses 
Additional support sessions 
offered by Collyer’s subject 
teachers in some subject areas 
 
 

January 2022 
onwards: available in 
some subjects where 
staffing capacity 
allows 
 
Only students with a 5 
or below in GCSE 
English or GCSE 
Maths qualify for this 
support   

Teachers will 
identify students 
who qualify for 
extra support via 
the 16-19 Tuition 
Fund 

A-Level, Level 
3 BTEC / 
Diplomas / T-
Level, GCSE, 
Level 2 
BTECs  

2A and 
Transition 

Structured revision  
Students will be provided with a 
weekly revision schedule 
including past paper practice to 
structure their revision for each 
of their subjects  

From February 2022 
half term 

All students will be 
expected to follow 
their subjects 
revision schedules 

Study Support All students Study Support Department 
Our Study Support Department 
offer a wide range of curriculum 
support for students from help 
with organisation and time 
management, to effective study 
skills, advice of effective exams 
and revision techniques to 
specialist support for students 
with special educational needs 
and disabilities 

All year Self-referral: 
please access the 
Study Support 
SharePoint site via 
the Student 
Common Room  
 
Referral by tutor or 
subject teacher 

Student 
Support 

All students Student Wellbeing courses 
and advice 
Our Student Support 
Department offer a wide range 
of wellbeing support for 
students from our Academic 
Anxiety course to guided 
meditations and links to 
external agencies 

All year Self-referral: 
please access the 
Student Wellbeing 
site via the Student 
Common Room 
 
Referral by tutor, or 
subject teacher 

 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Rob Hussey 
Vice Principal (Curriculum) 


