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Summary of key points 

• Summer exams and assessments for all qualifications will proceed as normal.  

• Internal Exam 3 for A-Level and GCSE subjects scheduled for the week beginning 16th of May will no 
longer take place.  

• Subjects will be offering mock exams during the first half of the summer term for students sitting 
external exams in summer 2022. Mock exams will be sat during normal class time. 

• Transition students study leave from 16:15 on Friday 20th May.  

• 1A Study Leave from 16:15 on Tuesday 17th of May. 1A students resume their normal timetable on 
Monday 13th of June.  

• 2A Study Leave from 16:15 on Friday 20th May.  

• The Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) has confirmed that being absent from an exam due to COVID 
would be grounds for a student to receive special consideration. However, a grade would not normally 
be awarded if a student misses all exams for a subject.  

• The special consideration procedures for summer 2022 are essentially the same as pre-COVID.  

• 1A students who do not pass a transfer exam may be offered a retake in late August/early September.  

• 1A students who do not secure a pass after a transfer exam retake will take on a substitute course in 
their second year of study.  

 
 
Dear students, parents, and carers,  
 
I last wrote in mid-February (link here) regarding plans for external exams and assessment for summer 2022. 
The DfEs position in February was resolutely one of exams and assessment going ahead as normal unless a 
public health emergency prevented students from physically sitting exams.  
 
 

Cancelation of Internal Exam 3 for 2A A-Level and GCSE students 
 

In March the DfE and Ofqual further strengthened their position on a normal exam and assessment series this 
summer. As such both bodies have softened their requests for evidence for teacher assessed grades (TAGs) to 
be collected in the summer term. Collyer’s will therefore no longer be holding the Internal Exam 3 
examination week for 2A A-Level students and GCSE students during the week beginning the 16th of May. Even 
if TAGs were required this summer, we have already amassed sufficient robust and fair evidence on which to 
base these grades. If required the main contributors to TAGs would be 2A Mid-Year Exams, 2A Internal Exam 
2, and completed coursework.  
 
 

Preparation for normal external exams and assessment 
 

It is of course impossible to predict with certainty that a public health crisis will not disrupt exams this summer. 
However, the chances of disruption and reverting to TAGs are vanishingly small, so it is wise now for all 
students to mentally prepare for normal exams and assessment to take place. The number of revision classes 
and dedicated workshops that have taken place across the college since the February half term are testament 
to students and staff who are well into preparations for the summer exams. It is lovely to see the campus so full 
of students giving their all in preparing for their exams. I would like to thank our dedicated teachers who have 
gone above and beyond in providing multitudinous catch-up and revision sessions to ensure students are fully 
prepared.  

 

https://www.collyers.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Arrangements-for-exams-and-assessment-summer-2022-Feb.pdf


Mock exams 
 

As always, mock exams play a key role in preparing students for their final exams. Mock exams have already 
begun in the Spring term and will continue into the first half of the Summer term until students move to their 
period of study leave. Removing Internal Exam 3 week means that mock exams are no longer restricted to a 
single week in mid-May, but instead can take place at times throughout the first half of the summer term that are 
most beneficial for each individual subject. Mock exams will take place in classrooms during normal lesson time. 

 
 

Study leave 
 

Key dates are shown in the following table. 
 

Year group Start of study 
leave 

Exam period Other information 

Transition Friday 20th May 
from 16:15 

Thursday 12th 
May to 
Wednesday 15th 
June.  

Students continuing to a Level 3 (A-
Level equivalent) programme 
starting in September 2022, will be 
required to attend a Welcome Day 
session on either the 4th or 5th of 
July – students will be contacted 
separately regarding this. 

1A Tuesday 17th May 
from 16:15 

Transfer exams 
will take place 
between 
Wednesday 18th 
May to 
Wednesday 25th 
May inclusive.  

Students will resume their normal 
timetable on Monday 13th June. 

2A Friday 20th May 
from 16:15 

Monday 9th May 
to Tuesday 28th 
June 

Students are required only to attend 
their exams from Friday 20th May 
onwards.  

 
Students can view their summer exam timetable on the Exams tab of their MyProgress pages. Where a clash 
of exams occurs, the Collyer’s Examinations Department will contact the students affected to make alternative 
arrangements.  
 
 

COVID illness during exam period for students sitting external exams 
 

Just prior to the Easter weekend, the DfE provided guidance on what students should do if they contract COVID 
during the exam period (link here). The exam period has been expanded this year to allow for at least 10 days 
between the first and final exams of a subject, to reduce the chance of students being absent for all their exams 
through illness. Of course, students should always attend exams where possible, however there will be rare 
instances where illness is sufficiently serious that a student is prevented from attending an exam. In these 
cases, the procedure has always been for the student to apply to the exam board for special consideration. 
Special consideration would allow the exam board to award a grade based upon the exams the student has sat. 
Exam boards will not award a grade if a student has sat no exams within a series (i.e., the summer 2022 exam 
series).  
 
Essentially, exam boards have reverted to pre-COVID procedures for summer 2022 that allow students to apply 
for special consideration in the case of missing an exam due to illness. The summer 2022 special consideration 
guidance makes little distinction between COVID and other illness. It is important to state that granting of special 
consideration is at the discretion of the Awarding Body (i.e., the exam board), not Collyer’s.  
 
Some further points: 

• Students will not have to provide proof of a positive COVID test, however they may wish to take a 
photograph of a positive test for future records.  

• Where an application for special consideration is being made, students and their parents or carers will 
have to complete the JCQ (Joint Council for Qualifications) Form 14-JCQ/ME-Self certification for 
candidate’s form. The Collyer’s Exam Department can assist in location of this form and submission to 
the relevant exam board.  

• If students develop a high temperature on the day of the exam they should remain at home until the 
high temperature has subsided and are well enough to attend their exams. This is in line with UKHSA 
guidance.  

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2022/04/12/everything-you-need-to-know-about-covid-measures-during-exams-this-summer/


• If students test positive for COVID, they should follow UKHSA guidance to stay at home and avoid 
contact with others for 3 days (if 18 years and under), or 5 days (if 19 years or older) after the day that 
they tested positive.  

• JCQ guidance confirms that following UKHSA guidance is an acceptable reason for missing an exam 
and students will be eligible to receive special consideration.  

In a normal examination year, Collyer’s would see no more than a few applications for special consideration 
from over 5,500 exams sat. We are all very hopeful that we will see similarly few applications for special 
consideration this summer.   

 
 
1A Transfer Process 
 

A-Level students 
Our 1A A-Level students will be sitting their Transfer Exams between Wednesday 15th and Wednesday 28th May 
inclusive. The Transfer Exams serve two purposes: 
 

• Allow for progression between the first (1A) and second year (2A) of the A-Level course.  

• Act as a substantial evidence base for UCAS predicted grades. 

To progress to the second year of an A-Level course, students must achieve at least a pass (E-grade) in that 
subject’s Transfer Exam. If a student fails to achieve a pass in their Transfer Exam at first sitting, they may be 
offered a re-sit on either Wednesday 31st August or Thursday 1st September. A re-sit offer will be made where a 
student’s achievement elsewhere during the year suggests they are capable of passing the course. A pass in 
the re-sit is required to progress to the second year of the course. There is a clear incentive for students to 
access all support available and prepare well for the Transfer Exams for success at their first sitting. Indeed, 1A 
students’ preparations for their Transfer Exams will already be well under way.  
 
 
BTEC, Diploma and T-Level students 
Students following our vocational (BTEC and Diploma), and technical (T-Level) qualifications have completed 
coursework and external exams throughout their first year of study. Progression to the second year of study will 
be based upon the grades achieved in coursework and external exams. Students will by this point in the 
academic year have a very robust idea of the Transfer grade they are likely to achieve. An overall pass must be 
achieved to progress to the second year of a vocational or technical course. Some subjects may internally 
award a pass to a student, despite that student having failed a component of the course in their first year. In 
these cases, the student must resit this failed component during the second year of their course.  
 
Second year substitute courses 
If a student has failed to achieve a pass in a first-year course, we will endeavour to find the student an 
alternative full-time programme for their second year of study. All Level 3 students must follow a programme 
that provides learning hours equivalent to three A-Levels. To satisfy a full-time study programme, students 
who have failed to progress to the second year of a course will be offered and must follow a substitute course. 
Substitute courses are one-year courses that sit alongside students second year courses and will allow students 
to maximise the number of qualifications they achieve during their time at college. The following substitute 
courses will be available: 
 

• English (AS equivalent) 

• Core Maths (AS equivalent) 

• Employability 

• Extended Project Qualification 

 

It remains for me to wish all students the very best of luck in their preparation for exams and assessments over 
the coming weeks.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Rob Hussey 

Vice Principal (Curriculum) 


