
 

 

 

14th July 2022 

 

Dear students and parents  

I wanted to write a short message on the final day of this year, primarily to wish you all a great summer 

but also to give a couple of quick updates. Today of course is the last day of term for 1A students who 

finish at lunchtime. Well done to you all for your efforts this year as Collyer’s has returned to its normal 

self. I trust you’ve enjoyed your time and are looking forward to being back on site in September. And 

thank you for bearing with a range of complications – some remaining restrictions due to Covid, 

assessment changes and occasional interruption from our building works. You’re all a credit to the college! 

Building projects 

No one can have really missed the large crane that was working onsite during Tuesday and Wednesday 

this week and that is a clear signal that the new Shelley building is currently on track and progressing very 

well. The ground floor concrete slabs are now in and next week the steel frame will start to take shape. I 

have no doubt our prospective students and parents visiting later today for Open Evening will be interested 

in how the college is expanding its facilities to cater to growing numbers. The other main project – the Café 

– is well underway as well. There is likely to be a delay to its opening in the autumn term, but we are 

deciding on an interim arrangement as we speak. When you are back onsite in September, both projects 

will be significantly advanced compared to now.  

Exhibition 

As you all know from my previous updates, this year has been a particular milestone for the college as it 

marks the 100th anniversary of the foundation of our alumni organisation, the Old Collyerians’ Association. 

We had a very well-attended and much-appreciated service in St. Mary’s Church in May and many 

students have been involved in project work related to our college heritage. One outcome of this is that an 

exhibition curated by our students called ‘Collyer’s 1952-2022’ is taking place at Horsham Museum and 

runs from 16th July to the end of August. Please do visit if you have time and learn more about our history.  

New Chair of Governors 

And finally I would like to share with you all that after several years of outstanding service to the college 

our Chair of Governors Dr David Skipp is standing down this summer. David is well-known locally of course 

and along with other responsibilities in the community has found the time to guide and support Collyer’s 

so well at an important time for the college. We welcome Graham Lawrence as our new Chair who is 

currently one of our Vice Chairs of Governing Body and Chair of the Estates Committee. Graham has 

already brought a wealth of knowledge to bear in steering the college and will help us realise a very exciting 

future.  

Wishing everyone a restful and enjoyable summer, whatever your plans, and look forward to seeing 

students back again in September alongside a lot of new faces.  

 

Dan Lodge 

Principal 


